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Aliki Braine, The Hunt, 2009 
 
Meakin + Parsons x Hannah Payne is delighted to announce Into the Woods,  a solo exhibition 
of photography by contemporary artist Aliki Braine, curated by Rodrigo Orrantia, from 14 April – 
6 May. Part of Photo Oxford Festival 2023, the exhibition celebrates the festival’s theme ‘‘The 
Hidden Power of The Archive’, considering the portrayal of woods throughout art history, from 
the depiction of forests in historical painting as a space for battle or confrontation, to a space 
for memory, and its connection to representation of landscape in contemporary photography 
today. 
 
Into The Woods draws upon Braine’s studies of both fine art, and western history of art, 
especially of 17th Century landscape painting, and her explorations of mechanical processes in 
photography that act as conversation between the past and present. The exhibition takes 
people on a journey from the gallery to the museum, looking specifically at the connection 
with Paolo Uccello’s The Hunt, a painting in the permanent collection at the Ashmolean, 
Oxford, that has inspired the artist’s oeuvre. 
 
“Uccello’s trees seem just as regimented and equally theatrical, and despite the hunts and 
battles in progress among them, they provide a smoothly organised and calm backdrop, 
whereas by contrast the jagged edges of Aliki Braine’s renditions have a more dangerous and 
unsettling feel. Impolite and ill-mannered indeed, she breaks the spell of the enchanted forest, 
yet perversely undermines a destructive intent by casting her own spell to conjure up an 
equally bewitching woodland tale.” 
 
John Hilliard (b. 1945), Artist. Excerpt from exhibition text, Disenchanted Forests, January 2023  
 
“ I am interested in exploring the photograph as a physical object. I want to engage the viewers 
of my images in the fact that these images are not just pictures, they are also physical, three-
dimensional objects with a front and a back and sides. I'm also interested in landscape as a 
subject for my work. And lastly, my work wants to highlight the debt that photography owes to 
the history of Western European images, and I'm very keen that my work should conduct an 
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informal conversation between itself and the past. One of the ways to think about my work is to 
say that I make photographs rather than just take photographs.”  
(Aliki Braine, 2023) 
 
"Into the Woods presents a selection of Aliki Braine's work, spanning over ten years of 
experimentation with analogue photography, fuelled by her passion for the History of Western 
Art. Working with Meakin + Parsons x Hannah Payne, I am very excited to be able to bring 
Aliki's work back to Oxford, just a short walk from the Ashmolean Museum, where the story of 
her Hunt began. This exhibition is a rare opportunity to see works from different moments in 
time, alongside a special 'studio' area featuring preparatory works, original negatives and some 
of the tools she uses to transform them. I am also excited to present Aliki's latest series, Into 
The Woods (Shredded) developed specifically for this exhibition." Rodrigo Orrantia, Curator. 
 
 

 
 
Talks & Events: 
 

A series of artist led Exhibition Tours, and In Conversation events, will take place on Thursdays 
at the gallery during Photo Oxford Festival. 

•      Thursday 13th April - Private View of Into The Woods: 6 – 8 pm, drinks reception. 

•        Thursdays 20th, 27th April and 4th May.: Artist-led Exhibition Tours: 3 pm – 4. 30 pm 

Join artist Aliki Braine for a tour of her solo exhibition ‘Into The Woods’ at Meakin + Parsons x 
Hannah Payne gallery, including a visit to The Ashmolean museum to see the old master 
paintings from the permanent collection that have inspired the artists photography practice. 

•       Photo Oxford Evening Talks, 6 – 7.30pm Thursdays during the festival: 

-       Thursday 20th April: Photo Oxford Talk: Aliki Braine, artist, in conversation with 
exhibition curator, Rodrigo Orrantia 
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-       Thursday 27th April – Photo Oxford Talk: Aliki Braine, artist, in conversation with 
Martin Barnes, Senior Curator of Photography at the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London (V&A). 

-       Thursday 4th May – Photo Oxford Talk: Aliki Braine, artist, in conversation with 
Professor Jane Garnett, Tutor in Modern History, Wadham College, University of 
Oxford. 

 
mandp.art 
 
Notes to Editors  

Image captions:  

Top, Aliki Braine, The Hunt, Panorama, Black and white photograph from hole-punched 
negative, 85 x 224 cm, Unique Print, (2nd edition smaller size), Framed. Middle: Aliki Braine, Into 
The Woods (Shredded), Colour photograph from shredded negative, 110 x 50 cm, Unique 
Print, framed. 

Photo Oxford 2023 ‘The Hidden Power of The Archive’ takes place from 14 April – 6th May. 
More information about Photo Oxford 2023 : photooxford.org 
 
Aliki Braine | Into The Woods 
Curated by Rodrigo Orrantia, at Meakin + Parsons x Hannah Payne 
14 April – 6 May, 2023. Private View: Thursday 13 April 6 – 8 pm.  
Artist Exhibtion Tours: Thursday 20th, 27th April and 4th May from 3 pm. 
Artist Talks: Thursday 20th, 27th April and 4th May from 6 pm. 
 
Location: Meakin + Parsons x Hannah Payne, 16 North Parade Avenue, Oxford, OX2 6LX 
Gallery open times: Tuesday – Friday 10 am – 6 pm, Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm. Sunday - Monday, 
closed. 
Contacts: Hannah Payne - hannah@theartfive.com / 07883300278 
Ben Parsons - ben@mandp.art / 07432 801 256 
 
 
About Aliki Braine 
Aliki Braine was born in Paris in 1976. She has an MFA from The Ruskin School of Fine Art, Oxford 
University, an MA from The Slade School of Fine Art, London and an MA from The Courtauld 
Institute of Art where she was awarded a distinction for her masters in 17th century painting. Recent 
exhibitions include solo shows in London, Birmingham, Vienna,Madrid and Paris. Her work is 
featured in a number of recent publications including British Art and the Environment, Charlotte 
Gould and Sophie Mesplède (Routledge, 2022), Pauline Martin,L’Évidence, le vide, la vie; La 
photographie face à ses lacunes (Ithaque Editions, 2017) and Robert Shore,Post-Photography: The 
Artist with a Camera (Laurence King Pub, 2014.) Aliki is an associate lecturer for Camberwell 
College of Art, University of the Arts London and a regular lecturer for Christie’s Education, the 
Wallace Collection and the National Gallery. She lives and works in London. 
alikibraine.com 
 
About Rodrigo Orrantia 
Rodrigo Orrantia is an art historian and curator, specialising in photography. Since graduating with 
an MA in Contemporary and Historical Photography from Sotheby's Institute of Art, he has worked 
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on projects for major museums in the UK, along with art fairs and festivals in UK, Europe and Latin 
America. 
rodrigoorrantia.com 
 
About Meakin + Parsons x Hannah Payne 
Presenting a programme of exhibitions including exceptional emerging contemporary, mid-career 
and established artists, alongside Modern British art, the gallery space in Oxford includes an artist 
studio for an artist residency. Expanding on their space in West Oxfordshire established by owners 
Ben Parsons and Lucy Meakin in 2018, the new space sees the addition of a new partner to the 
gallery: Hannah Payne of The Art Five to present emerging contemporary artists as part of the 
gallery programme of exhibitions. Lucy Meakin continues to lead their advisory service, helping 
private clients with building and managing their collections, and Ben Parsons’ focus is on the 
modern and contemporary programme alongside the gallery’s strong secondary market activity.  
 
Ben Parsons spent nearly 10 years as director of Karsten Schubert who represented Bridget Riley, 
Alison Wilding, Robert Holyhead, Ann-Marie James amongst others before joining LA gallery 
Kayne Griffin Corcoran as Sales director in 2013. After returning to the UK in 2015 Ben has worked 
as a private dealer and consultant until opening the doors of Meakin + Parsons in West Oxfordshire 
in 2018, working with Christopher Brooks, Ham Darroch, Robert Holyhead, Bridget Riley, Emily 
Wolfe, Ann-Marie James, Toby Twiss and Robin Walden. 
Lucy Meakin has over 22 years’ experience working in the art world. She was a specialist in 
Impressionist & Modern Art at Sotheby’s London, and also worked in sales at several blue-chip 
galleries including Timothy Taylor Gallery in London, and Michael Reid in Sydney, Australia.  For the 
last 12 years Lucy has run a thriving private art advisory business, building collections for private and 
corporate clients in the UK and overseas. 
mandp.art   
 
Hannah Payne has a background of 20 years in the art and cultural sector. After setting up The Art 
Five in 2020, a platform presenting contemporary art exhibitions and programming championing 
emerging contemporary artists, Hannah joined Meakin + Parsons as a Partner in 2022.  Hannah’s 
background includes positions at leading institutions Blenheim Palace, Royal Academy of Arts, and 
Olympia International Art & Antiques Fairs. Hannah was Director of the Art Programme at TM 
Lighting Gallery, London for 4 years, before moving into the commercial gallery sector as a Director 
at Zuleika Gallery (Oxford and London), and consulting for Aleph Contemporary, London. Most 
recently Hannah consults as Programme Curator for London Art Fair (2021-23).  Hannah is on the 
Advisory Board of UAL‘s Made in Arts London, and a member of the Association of Women in the 
Arts.  theartfive.com 


